[Plumage structure and skin weight in nestlings of cranes (Gruidae, Gruiformes)].
A decrease in the down density and integument relative weight has been demonstrated in the ontogeny of nestlings. Coupled with the differentiation of the down cover (several generations of the down and down plumages with a typical heterochrony), this provides for the development of a multilayer thermal insulation cover evenly distributed over the nestling body and required for homeothermy. Comparative analysis of the structure of natal and mesoptile down, accessory feathers, and downy part of the vane of contour feathers has demonstrated the highest generalization in the mesoptile down generation.